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prohibit the entry into the United States of
such individuals.

The United States has deployed six Navy
vessels to help enforce the U.N. embargo.
Argentina, Canada, and France also will con-
tribute ships, and other countries are actively
considering participation.

The military and police authorities must
understand that they have no future in con-
tinuing their brutal resistance to the return
of democracy and President Aristide. The
United States is determined to work with the
U.N., the OAS, and others to oppose this re-
pression of the democratic will of the Haitian
people.

Appointment of Members of the
Advisory Commission on
Intergovernmental Relations
October 18, 1993

The President announced his intention to
appoint 10 members to the Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental Relations
(ACIR) today. Among them is former Mis-
sissippi Governor William Winter, who will
serve as ACIR’s Chair.

The Commission was created during the
1970’s to foster better relations between all
levels of government. Its primary functions
are to provide an intergovernmental prob-
lem-solving forum, policy recommendations
for intergovernmental cooperation, identi-
fication of emerging issues, information dis-
semination, and technical and international
assistance.

‘‘As a former Governor and State attorney
general, I am committed to improving co-
operation between governments at all levels,’’
said the President. ‘‘When people want
something done by the government, they
don’t care whether it gets done by the coun-
ty, by the State, or by the Federal Govern-
ment, they just want the job done. The tal-
ented, experienced, and diverse group of
people that I am appointing to this commis-
sion, with Governor Winter taking the lead,
will work to find ways to help public servants
at all levels achieve that goal.’’

The commissioners being appointed are:
William F. Winter, former Governor of

Mississippi;

Carol Browner, EPA Administrator;
Howard Dean, Governor of Vermont;
Marcia L. Hale, White House Director of

Intergovernmental Affairs;
Arthur Hamilton, minority leader, Arizona

House of Representatives;
Michael Leavitt, Governor of Utah;
Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada;
Gloria Molina, member, Los Angeles

County Board of Supervisors;
Richard Riley, Secretary of Education;
John Stroger, commissioner of Cook

County, IL, and immediate past presi-
dent of the National Association of
Counties.

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Commerce
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate GTE executive Graham
R. Mitchell to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Technology Policy.

‘‘I have called on the Commerce Depart-
ment to take the lead in giving our country
the technological capability to win in a com-
petitive world marketplace,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘With his years of high-tech manage-
ment experience, Graham Mitchell has the
know-how that effort requires.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for an Associate Judge of
the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he
will nominate Rafael Diaz to be an associate
judge of the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia. The President is empowered
by statute to choose DC Superior Court
judges from a list submitted by a local nomi-
nating commission.

‘‘Rafael Diaz has proven himself with a
decade’s service to the District of Columbia,’’
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said the President. ‘‘His solid record and his
reputation for competence have been widely
noted, and he has been strongly rec-
ommended by a wide range of people. I ex-
pect him to be an outstanding judge.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 19, 1993

NAFTA
The President. Let me say, first of all, I’m

glad to have this bipartisan House delegation
here, the latest in a round of several meetings
on NAFTA. I want to begin by expressing
my encouragement of today’s housing num-
bers as well as the reports of increased busi-
ness investment, which indicate that the
economy is picking up. And I’m encouraged
by that. And I know that all of us hope that
that will work and that the lower interest
rates and the declining deficit will help to
support continued economic renewal.

But if America wants to grow more jobs,
we’re going to have to increase our exports.
And therefore it is critical that we continue
pushing and pass this trade agreement before
the Congress goes home. And I’m here to—
hopeful we pick up a few more votes for the
NAFTA agreement today and to discuss
some of the outstanding issues on it with the
Members here. It’s imperative: We can have
an economic recovery, but if we’re going to
create jobs, we’re going to have to increase
exports. That’s what wealthy countries have
to do. And I hope we can do that here and
pass NAFTA.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, does the withdrawal of

the Rangers from Somalia, sir, mean that
you’ve given up on the search for Aideed?

The President. No, it means that we have
3,600 marines coming in, many of whom
have similar capacities, who will be there.
And it means that right now we are engaging
in a political process to see how we can re-
solve our mission in Somalia and to do all

the things the United Nations ordered to do,
including working out a political solution and
having a process by which the people who
were responsible for killing the Pakistani sol-
diers—that’s what started all this—that that
investigation can proceed and appropriate
action can be taken. There may be another
way to do that. So right now we’re in a stand-
down position. It does mean that a final deci-
sion’s been made.

Q. Mr. President, you have set a deadline
of March 31st to get the troops out of Soma-
lia. Do you have any contingency plans for
Somalia at all?

The President. Well, we’re doing what we
agreed to do. We’re pursuing negotiations to
try to get a political solution. And I’m happy
to say that, if anything, as you probably noted
in the paper today, we’re able to fulfill our
mission better now than we have been for
the last few months. We’re delivering the
safety of the—and our mission is going along
as planned.

NAFTA
Q. Mr. President, this is your sixth meeting

with the Members of Congress on NAFTA.
So far only three Members have emerged
saying that they’ve shifted their position—
these meetings. Are you making the progress
you need in order to ratify it and——

The President. I think we are. A lot of
people have said things to me privately that
they haven’t said yet in public. And I think
the Congress is still waiting to see how we’re
going to work out some of these other issues,
including the training programs—a lot of the
Democrats want to know—and they’re going
to have a chance to vote on that. And we
still have to work through the whole issue
of how we deal with the fact that if we pass
NAFTA, we have to reduce tariffs. And that’s
a $2.5 billion tax on American consumers
today, the tariffs are, that we will reduce. And
under our budget laws, that has to be replac-
ing—so we have to work through that. There
are still some practical things to work out.

I believe that a majority of the Congress
today believes it’s the right thing to do. So
our question is whether we can persuade a
majority to vote, do what they think is right.
I think by the end of November we’ll be able
to do that.
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